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Recently, the courts and the United States Patent and Trademark Office have determined that a
wide range of algorithms and related computer-based technologies are unpatentable. These
decisions have left inventors confused as to whether their inventions are patentable. This is
particularly the case in areas such as image analysis and machine learning, where the inventions
are often algorithmic in nature and the only hardware consists of standard devices, such as
computers, cameras, and other sensors. Rumors and myths abound regarding what is and is
not patentable under the current law. This panel will discuss these myths and rumors as well as
strategies for protecting intellectual property.
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